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STAFF MIETING & PARTY FOR 1EMBERS HIGHLIGHT SN DCINGS THIS WEEK!) 
PARTY ON FRIDAY FOLLOWS FIT IAL DECISION BY STAFF ON FM ie. 


Station “enager's Corner T st station party of the 
spring ee a will be held Friday 
I feel that the staff members, 1 th, ors $1 7th, immediately after 
have a rignt to know where f stand est ae of the entire SN staff to 
in regard to the FM seam di I tek FINAL decigion on whether 
have made a def Aiite decision NOT t 01: to the college administrae 
t. go around talting to the individy ¢ for permission to establish an 
ual members of the staff on ny own | tional FM stetion ag an affrile 
views . I will confine my own spin~i late to the present AM -"carriere 
fons to this issue of the $Mews current" WRN, 
which ig intendec for vour invoxrma-| 
tioon, and vpon which and the at FM Meeting 
cussion at the meeting, YOU, 
station personnel, will have to make At 7 pm this Friday evening in 
the decision which so vitally affectthe LTC room next to SN, a meeting 
the future of WSRNe or the fulki station staff has bee 
called, This meetin will vote on 
whethwe to continue the FM apolica» 
of taforta bion tion, now being Spun bid. and 
and views on Fi, it is essential. apeey to the administration for per 
that you reac thie eutire issue! nission to set up this station, or 
cannot emphasize this too strongly, ee r to junk the sntire matter 
lt may Look long, but pleare,t mASHiand remain as we now are, 
read it alie-and if you have an Blmost the entire rest og this 
vestions, brine them to the ine issue ct the SNews ig devoted toa 
ing. Gisgeussuing this matter, Read this 
{Siews FULLY. And, since this is the 
n that you |jtiost important step affecting the 
COVE to the misetir is satel eG ard ifwture of SN taken in the lest 5 
will be allowed 1er ecial condisyears, BE SURE TC COME TO THE METEe 
tions exolaine? elsewhere, ALL, ree }ING FRIDAYS ¢$ 
peat, ALL members should pla 
attend this meeting. Party Planned 


This issue of the SNews is di~ Alan Kamman and Jo Piper were 
vided into several parts, Cne is tha4named co-chsirmen to olan the SN 
regular news of the stations One islbrawl, The party will be held “off. 
the background for FM, another is campus ~--place unknown at the 
the sugzested -len of operating theloresent, this Friday evening, after 
FM station, if approved, and part | the meeting, and is both "s stag" & 
four contains various views on the "Arage" The cost to each meber is 

oarruonenmgronosed FM effiliate. 50@, per person, and date, which 
LDS5198 Your station manager ge anh should be paid to Al or Jo by Tuese 
letters to over one ZEN day, April 4th, if possivle. A: 
asking them to send me their the refreshments, they wilt. 
for Tuclusion in this. tesue. ans nempus” style, which is all 
3 peovle reviiede--teris is unfor lehaiemen will say; One 
hunate, butt even saaier ig: the | (con't, pege 


TENN et aletaeepalawas bedtime te! 1 E80 ___ pave FES 2 
Station Menazer’s Corner i in 1939-40 when the station was 
{con't} set-up? The same problem would ka 
| have presented itself. If we are 
fact that none of the oposnents kicked off the air py the FCC any~ 
the plan submitted their viewse - time at all, and wish to have some 
will try therefore to sum up as sort of station, this problem will 
best I can, the different views ¢ aways confront use 
the situation, I hove Z can press 
these fseirly. The question is not, whether 
we will serve tre student audience 
However, I will also try to t first with FM or not fand we 
List for you some of the people | obvicusly won't) but HOW LONG is 
with opposing view~-points, and I / £6 until we CAN serve the students 
would ask the station members to with our FM station, 
give special attention to their 
talks at the meeting. 
Wt 


ASI 


Oo 


Generally favoringatne pia: 
Wis WoiF 7 : 


rd At BEE age 
ery S ye irae | 
iF SDS te] i fei 


3 me < 
Ted Conant, Aler ameony ivan 
7 Tite 190 Gum: have been 
Coe is S 


OO ww wo 


| 
ae 
t | stadenber at 
them free, 


this deal will 


be important, also ask your AbtSn 
new eauAe, \eReo, the 3 
Keever of 

Hopkire, 


DE 


ne) 


rth 
v4 DO aie 


toward 
df a you will give Ce 

the atts and cou 

views 2 pe 

be prolonge 


May 
ey 


’ 


* 


Wwe L h this is the fact 

are gen i I intencthat and more manufacturers 

%O woLe for PM that ee mean are making low-priced FM sets, 
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Party Planned 
(con't) 

matter, please don't try to set an 
exact time with your date to pick 
hers (him) up after the meeting, 
Scmetime between 8 & p should be 
all richt, but why not tell him 
(her) you'll pick her(him) upd as 
soon eg the meeting is over. 
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SN PINS 


A sheet of paper has been post 
ed on the office bulletin board fox 
members who would like to get SN 
pins. Theee pins are silver WSRN 
fnitials on a bleck backzround wit 
Clasp and pine Tey cost $1425 phe 
if 25 or more order them we get 

aad? 


10% discount. Please sign up at 
gnee so ws can begin oréering. 

of the old members have pins which j ' 
you can see before you gign up, 


IBS Bulletin 


The first, revived issue of && 
the IBS Bulletin (and we are a ment 
ber of the Intercollegiate Broad 
casting System), is on disviy in 
the office. Copies are available 
for most members, Flease help us 
clean up the office bv taking a 
copys lt isn't a bad issue at all. 
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think it is a pretty poor evample 
of copy-writing. Ing teed, Us 
and make some Sug ctesbions to the 
studio or station -manager for its 
improvement. 
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Each week, WSRW's ¢ 
will anvear in the Finx. 
get the habit of looking 
and celling the attention ox 
cell-metes and friends to it, iiven 
more eae ey to ali station meme 
bers is the fact that important 
notices for SN staff members are 
often inciudedin the stories about 
SN, Often, it 1g much easier to 
place this notice in the Fin 
rather then post it at SN, or issue 
a SNews., So please make havit of 
reading the Finx each week and Tock 
for the SN column. (At the sams 
tire, whenever you come un to FN 
for your work in the evening, be 
to look on ALL the bulletin 
boards » ano ask the studio remager 
what's new?" 
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Proxy Voting 


Proxy voting at 


this Friday will be TY 
Sllowing conditions: 


under the 
Voting proxies mist be written Outy 
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College radio---using the "carrier-current" principle originated 
in the mid 1930se The principle of “carrier-current" is that instead 
of radiating your signal from an antenna tower, you feed it directly 
into the college power system. Thus, every piece of electfical and 
power apparatus using that power automatically becomes an antenna and 
radiates your signal. All the college power lines, the radio in your 
room, etc. both receive and radiate your signal, 


College radio stations, strictly speaking do not come fully under 
TCC regulations. This federal agency can , for cause, throw any station 
off the air and has tolerated college stations for the past dozen years. 
Several commercial ventures, such as large apartment houses and some 
utilities companies also use this system. Now, the FCC has placed the 
principle on their docket for invesitgation and discussion. The present 
rules which do apply state a specific "field strength" which a station8s 
signal, using carrier current, must comply with. Briefly, this is a 
signal whose strength is confined within 200' on either side of the 
college power system, and is equal to "15 micro-volts per meter," Any~ 
thing in excessof this over 200° is illegal. 


The Hamrvard station was thrown off the air because its excessive 
signal interferred with a commercial station. Its signal was 450 micro» 
volts per eter, SN's signal is, at some points, several hundred times 
greater than this! 


The FCC has several choices regarding carrier current stations,.It 
can allow the situation to remain as it is pene this is just about 
unthinkable.) It can relax the regulations (ditto.) Or it can tighten 
theme Opinions differ, but the third choice seems the most likely. The 
real question ig, how tight will the regulations get? Will they get so 
tight as to force most stations now sperating under carrier current to 
discontinue sperations on what? No gne really knowse 


However, there are some stations which actually aannot meet the 
rezuletion 15 microvolts per meter now. "SRN seems to be one of these, 
One of the troublesis tthat college wiring systems were never designed 
for radiating broadcast signals, nor does the ouality of the wirinc 
compare with what it should be for radiating radio programs, Ac? to this 
the fact that a college builds different dorms, classrooms, Sic. over 
many yearse-and may use a different type of wiring system with different 
radiation characteristics---and you see the headache for college 
stations. A station may put a signal into one building which will radi~ 
ate in under the regulations, but if 1t puts the same signai into ane 
other building, that building's wiring system may redinte that signal 
far in excess of the legal limits! The SN technical starf differs slight 
ly on the point of whether WSRN could send out its signal so that it was 
radiated from all buildines under the limits prescrivbed, but the general 
answer seems to be that we can NOT, It may be vassible, but only with 
somewhat extensive and expensive changes. (See letter later aaey 


The TCC has, in the last dozen years, pioneered itself a new type 
of broadcasting, which it considers as its “baby.” This is "educational 
FM"w--the difference between this and regular FM being: (1) no commer-~ 
cials are allowed, (2) the FCC allows the stations to be licensed very 
easily, allowing them to skip paying the usually very high technical 
and legal fees, (3) makes channels available to them, under low-nover 
transmitters which cen be run by operators who do not have to meet all 
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the requirements that operators of commercial stations must meet. This 
type of station provides the Federal Communications Commission with a 
group of “laboratory” stations which it can stack up against regular 
commercial stations in various ways for profitable (?) comparisons. 


There are now many rumors afoot. Some that the TCC will force all 
college stations now operating on carrier current into FM. Personally, 
I doubt this, but it is possible. The FCC has made no secret of the fact 
that it is strongly recomrending all new college stations under construc 
tioa to use educational FM rather than carrier current. If the FCC 
f»reas college stations into FM, how long will it give them to make the 
chante? This is an important question, and again no one knows the ans- 
wer. However, only a limited number of educational channels for FM are 
available in any one area--l[ike TV. Some areas will heve no trouble 
and all stations will get channels, in others, some stations will be 
left out and will heave to go off the aur. This is sbrictly a first, 
come, first served arrangemente 


FM as Proposed for “SRN 


1. Let's get this straight at once---at this monet, there are NO 
Plans f6r putting WSRN off the air if we get an FM station. THe FM 
station will be an af*iliate pure and simple. SN will NOT go off the air 
unless forced to do so by the FCC. WSRN-AM will be, and must remain the 
chief emphasis of the Swarthmore Radio Networke 


2. The Fi station, if adopted, would take only certain of the SN 
retular programs--at least at first. Classical music from Cutting and 
the sports and special events broadcasts would be the main programs-=~ 
with Symohony Hall, “asterworks, etc being carriedby both stations. 
(Commerciels could be carried on SN, and cut off tre FM, on a cue. ) 


3e FCC rules are very lenient about the times an FM station hes to 
be in overetion. This station could be operated at our conveneinve,. The 
reguirewents for operators of "M transmitters are being relaxcd, so that 
it would not-be any trouble to get licensed student transmitter opera~ 
torce These people would heave to keep simple “logs" for the FCC. 


4, As planned now, the FM transmitter would be vlaced in tye math 
libe, and the 20' antenna tower on top of Parrishe This would give us 
"“periect" coverage within 3 miles, “adequate coverage" within 5-6 miles, 
and "maximum coverage" within 12 miles. This means that all of Chester, 
Media, Lansdowne, and parts of Philly could hear us. This point is im. 
portant in our pro“gramming, and it also means that we could very effec 
tively operate as a public relations &nstrument of the college. 


5. Cost--a GE transmitter vill cost is approximately 2,000, with 
tower, Total costs are estimated at just under 32,100, The cost of 
operating the transmitter each year would be gmail, and would beunder 
750.00 


6. How to get FMB STEP L---file an aoplication with the FCC. This 
ig good for one year andmay be withdrawn at any time, without prejudice 
to any anvlication made at a future date. Byvote of the. last staff 
meeting this application is being fille” out nowe 

STEP 2—--secure the approval of the Fi: station 
frou the WRN staff. THe meeting Friday is for this purpose. If this 
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43 anproved, we go on to stept 3, if not, the matter ends there, 
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COLTANTS 


pinion (Technical Director Bill Young et Gla jamnlt is 
Lv to make our AM broadcasting facilities fail wishin 
wlations of the COC, but I am not surde--ang even if it 
Lt would be a tremendous jou to make us Legal, it would 
‘@ our entire signal distrhbution system so that each 
edonly as much power as it needs. Even then, we may 
an surficient signal strength without excessive radiat 
i nuilding. Another fastor to worry ebout is tthe tyne 
of the dower load presented by each building changes asmore or isss 
power is consumed, so that tnder daylight conditions when little power 
is used and most lights are off, it may be possible to find an adjust- 
ment which satisfies a mininum building Signal strength and dces not 
violate the 15 microvolts per meter---BUT when nishtime rolls around 
our rediation pattern will radically change, maybe toward more, meyose 
toward less radiation, Summarizing then, we may be able to Legalize our 
operat) or, but the time required would be more than all of our 
nical Cepartment put together could afford. ‘le definitely GouL 


Pe ieecvetlen ss good deal by simpler methods, but thet ail 


flan Kamman~--It would be"cutting out nose off to spite our face" 
not to scply for FM now. According to the tech dept. if we don’t somy 
for oa FI channet now, we might not be able to get on in 3 or 4 years. 
ani what of the FCC forcesus tnto FM thenesesl think that the fact Fi! 
pould pe a public service to people in the Philly, area should be co 
oe Jortainly, our first “oath of allegiance" is to the eoliege 
ging sald’ t allow this to throw out this other facet a owe Ofer 
ious. It 1s nice to know that some of our programs have listeners! 
Hon Gumite--Briefly, I am in favor of an FM affiliate. Heasons$ 
hannels are practically impossible to get, the band ia just atcut 
a1 as it can get, To make a long story short, there js to room 
AM band for us, even if the FCC were to relex Lis j 
weans fhe possibility of the FCC letting us have powe 
w2 now have is almost nil...sThnose college in the o:3 
in trouble, Yarvard was put off the air, Lohigh was 
sown on its authorized signal, end complaints have be 2 Ls 
he Temole station can be heard in NW Philly, and : ini errins 
Swarthmore is a littis better off than some oF these since we 
ively remote, BUT the FCC can only draw UD one P reels 
Luerne will be mede to keep the CITY stai 
meene WE will have ORE trouble-.than they 31: 
Tous the ovossibility that the FCC woul 
since there are reports of interferen 103 
be ouly a half way measure. Sooner or late 
in, and FM channels would: “be even herder 
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Cacciionen~n(1) If we svend all our miney on FM, we will kill our 
ee of ever ea Oe the station so as “$9 rit undex the FCC .We 
can fit under these so let ‘¢ da 1%é 
: if we get an F:i gtetica the FCC will sa eat we get 
acd ve will ast be ehhe to serve Be csllege, Also 
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serve “he students, 
ettiag Fil will mean we will heve to improve all our 
programs, and will 9an the ent of the informal ways we Like about SNe 
Since we will be reaching so many more perpie with FM, 
the college will be justified in imposing soet ‘rind of "controlstion us 
Ae that nothiag is aired which damages the college’s reputation. This is 
gorheip: It means an end to SN as well 
{6} To pay for TM, we'h) have to out SN "in hock" for a 
few years, cutting down on sur vear's budget go imoh as to cripple us. 
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Pre juticed Views of ‘tation hanager in Answer: 


(2) This is possible, but I don't think vrobable. Don't forget 
thous: that we won't get an extra money , Saga, for FM alone. Cur yéare 
ly budeet will probably not be touched for I'm not a technician, but 
whet I hear, even though our tech dept is bee niaioed in favor of W!", 
would lead me to believe that under the present reculations we can NOT 
stay within the FCC limits and still be heard on campus where we ghouls 
be iz LV 9 

,2) Nonsense, the TCC hag not asked other college which have tie two 
set-ubs to @o on one exclusively. SN MUST ttlemain our main emphssic. If 
we Gian! t Dake SN's equipment, with which we will feedprograzs into cus 

R: transl tt r, we would have to get new equipment just for Fl, I'm sure 

et denittes wouldn{t like this. 

cay LI have olready covered thise I regret as meuh aa anyone baat we 
uv serve the student audience right away--but TV or FM doesn’t serve 
the people right away either. We must build for the fates: Cals che ) 
(“) Quite possibiy. I'm prejudiced, but I think we ought to improve 
foms of our programs. As for destroying the SN atmosphere, that wiil 
depond entirely on the personnel---not the technical facilities 27 the 

les, If the people want to keep SN as it is, they will. 

(5) The colleae hes e right to insist that we do nothing on FM vo 
1G4 its reputettion. But they have this rizht ag far as SN is av cane 
cerned. “ovever, since SN daesn't -at least in theory-get off the cairvous, 

never exercised any cengorhsip. They night for PM; 1t te cone 

eect eet A am opposed uo eny adminiatvetion os 2acu 
with any concrete ails Aad 
seusor us, it voulé sexbebly be en out 
2 the Pinx suspension. “oe one wants ee sear he of 
operate SN as we shoulda, and this 
‘x we ghouldn'’s nave to fear pees 
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